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South Florida Water Management District 

 Regulatory Peer Review Forum 
 October 3, 2003 
 10am-noon 
 
 SUMMARY 
 
Attendees: 
 
Jay Foy............................... Stormwater J Engineering, Inc. 
Howard Searcy................... LBFH, Inc. 
Tracy Robb......................... North Palm Beach Improvement District 
Alan Wertepny.................... Mock Roos & Associates 
Gerry Ward......................... Ward Engineering 
Patrick Martin ..................... Lake Worth Drainage District 
Fred Roth............................ M. Schorah & Co 
Jordan Nichols.................... Higgins Engineering 
Suelynn Dignard................. SFWMD - Coastal Ecosystems Division 
Tony Waterhouse............... SFWMD - Surface Water Management Division 
Anita Bain ........................... SFWMD – Environmental Resource Compliance Division 
Maria Clemente.................. SFWMD – Environmental Resource Compliance Division 
Beth Colavecchio ............... SFWMD - Regulatory Information Management Division 
Anne Roth .......................... SFWMD - Regulatory Information Management Division 
Terrie Bates........................ SFWMD – Environmental Resource Regulation Staff 
Damon Meiers.................... SFWMD – Environmental Resource Regulation Staff 
Ralph Fanson..................... SFWMD - Environmental Resource Regulation Staff 
Joanne Arasin .................... SFWMD – Environmental Resource Regulation Staff 
 
 
1. Opening remarks and review of previous meeting minutes (Terrie Bates) 
 Ms. Bates began the meeting by introducing Damon Meiers, recently-appointed 
Deputy Department Director, who will be the meeting facilitator, starting with the December 
5 meeting. 
 
 There were no comments on the minutes of the previous meeting. 
 
2. District Updates (Terrie Bates) 
.  Ms. Bates observed that probably all those present were aware by now that 
Tommy Strowd, Director of Operations Control, would soon be leaving the District.  No 
successor has been selected. 
 
 The District is considering making changes to Water Resources Resource Area – 
headed by Chip Merriam.  This could lead to a renewed emphasis in basin planning, 
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CERP becoming a smaller more focused unit, creation of planning units with area 
responsibilities, Water Use Division possibly rejoining Environmental Resource 
Regulation (ERR) Department, and some ERR elements joining CERP. 
 
 Mr. Ward commented that the District sometimes doesn’t look at the bigger 
picture when considering hydrology and hydraulic matters.  Ms. Bates said that present 
agency thinking was that, if such a unit were created, it would support ERR, Operations, 
and CERP.  Mr. Ward remarked that DEP’s office creation had not gone well. 
 
 Mr. Martin advised that it would be important for such a unit to consider how 
individual projects dovetail and overlap – a regional view or overview, and that the 
public be kept well-informed of the unit’s activities. 
 
 There was a discussion of problems associated with the inter-actions of various 
elements of water management in Palm Beach County.  Mr. Meiers commented that the 
District reorganization could be a means to deal with such problems.  There was further 
discussion of future roles for an hydrology and hydraulics planning unit, or units. 
 
 Mr. Ward expressed concern that such units could fail to focus on issues of 
importance to supported units.  Ms. Bates described how all departments in Water 
Resources Resource Area met for two hours weekly with Mr. Merriam, to keep on track. 
 
3. C-51 Update ( Suelynn Dignard) 
 Ms. Dignard very recently received part of the third deliverable, and distributed 
copies to those present who review the deliverables.  On Tuesday, October 7, the 
District is to receive the rest of the third deliverable: results of another model run and 
recommended basin rule text.  There was a discussion of the details of the model run. 
 
 The meeting to discuss comments is scheduled for Friday, October 10, in 
Conference Room 3W of Building B-2.  Ms. Dignard reminded those reviewing the 
deliverable that it was still a draft.  So, while it was public information, she would 
appreciate being told if any of the information in the deliverable was provided to third 
parties. 
 
 There was a general discussion of the assumptions and details in the third 
deliverable.  Mr. Martin commented that the C-51 Basin Restudy had been an excellent 
example of various District units working well, together and with the public. 
 
 Ms. Bates announced that Mr. Meiers would be the lead on the C-51 Basin Rule 
rule-making process. 
  
2. District Updates (continued) 
 Ms. Bates introduced Ms. Bain as the recently-promoted Director of 
Environmental Resource Compliance Division, and announced that Ed Cronyn had 
been promoted by Natural Resource Management Division Director Rob Robbins to fill 
the Supervising Professional position vacancy created when Ms. Bain was promoted. 
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 Mr. Robbins has been involved in training sessions about the soon-to-become-
effective wetlands functional assessment criteria.  Training has occurred in Miami-Dade 
and Broward counties, and is scheduled for Palm Beach and Lee counties.  The 
effective date is February 2, 2004. 
 
 Mr. Robbins’ next major project would be rule-making for amending cumulative 
impacts criteria.  Particularly in southeast Florida, basins are so small that it can often 
be hard to keep mitigation in a basin.  There is a need to revise the criteria.  The District 
is considering having a Governing Board member chair the project, to mediate the 
differing philosophies of local governments as opposed to those of mitigation bankers. 
 
 There was a general discussion of possible candidates for the Chair position, as 
well as the differences among the terms “drainage basins”, “watersheds”, and 
“ecological basins”.  Ms. Bates said the District wanted criteria which were more 
ecology-based and less water drainage-based. 
 
 Ms. Bates distributed copies of Attachment 1.  In it is set forth a proposal that, 
with a few exceptions, activities in Florida which receive an ERP from FDEP or a water 
management district would automatically be covered by a U.S. Corps of Engineers 
State Programmatic General Permit (SPGP).  Mr. Ward said he liked this approach, but 
only if FDEP were well-involved. 
 
 There was general discussion of various aspects of such an SPGP.  Ms. Bates 
said that, at the most recent meeting on the subject at which the Corps was present, the 
Corps felt that state-wide was too broad but might accept a regional GP approach.  
There was a general discussion of various viewpoints of the Corps on this subject. 
 
4. ERR Web Page for Peer Review Forum (Ralph Fanson) 
 Mr. Fanson distributed a handout for the new Peer Review Forum web site which 
was implemented one week prior to the Peer Review meeting (See Attachment 2.)  The 
new web site can be found at www.sfwmd.gov/org/reg/peer_group.htm.  Peer Group 
members must use Internet Explorer version 5 or higher to access the web page. 
The web page includes the minutes of the previous meeting, the agenda for the next 
meeting, and archived minutes and agendas.  It also includes the proposed meeting 
schedule for 2004. 
 
 A suggestion from the Peer Group with regard to the introduction segment of the 
membership was that representatives from local and state governments should be 
included and would read:  “Members of the Peer Review Group include representatives 
from local and state governments, as well as representatives of firms who regularly 
submit permit applications for projects within the East Coast area.”  
 
 Mr. Meiers requested that, when his name replaces that of Ms. Bates as the 
Meeting Facilitator, the format be as a direct e-mail link.  He also requested that his 
telephone number be included. 
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 ERR will continue to honor the commitment that the agenda and minutes will be 
posted at least one week and one weekend prior to the date of the next meeting.  The 
Peer Group will be notified by e-mail that the agenda and minutes have been posted. 
Paper copies of the agenda will be provided at each meeting.  To receive a paper copy 
of the agenda and minutes, please notify Joanne Arasin by e-mail (jarasin@sfwmd.gov) 
or telephone (561-682-6900).   
 
 Special thanks to Elizabeth Marshall for getting the new web site up and running 
so quickly!!  
    
2. District Updates (continued) 
 Ms. Bates announced that one of Mr. Meiers’ assignments will be de minimis 
items. 
 
5. Public Service Improvement Program (Terrie Bates) 
 Ms. Bates distributed copies of Attachment 3, and briefly discussed the various 
items it contained.  Mr. Ward felt that ERR Public Files should be receiving paper copies 
of ERP’s issued by the counties which are issuing them.  There was a general 
discussion of various associated issues. 
 
 There was discussion of the status of District WU on-line permitting and of 
District on-line permitting in general. 
 
 Mr. Foy raised several points about how best to show the information presented 
in the early/legal board graphs.  There were brief discussions of the workload graphs 
and the construction completion/certification backlog graphs. 
 
 Mr. Foy said he appreciated the telephone calls being made by ERP application 
reviewers before they send 30-day letters.  There was a general discussion of the 
permit application process flow improvements.  Mr. Foy commented that it still took 30 
days for the District to respond.  There was a general discussion of the factors which 
lead to items not being finalized until near the end of mandatory time frames, the time 
frames in which consultants operate, and the impacts of reviews by other agencies.  
 
6. Next Meeting date/topics/adjournment  

Mr. Foy asked if updating the Group on FDEP’s present thinking about dry 
detention would be a suitable topic at the next meeting.  After some discussion Ms. 
Bates said the subject should be deferred to later than the next meeting. 

 
Mr. Wertepny asked for news on “the Harvey Report”.  Mr. Waterhouse said that 

FDEP had hired Dr. Harvey to perform studies and produce a report on state-wide 
adoption of the methodologies Harvey developed for southwest Florida.  This would be 
for Corps of Engineers permits, not FDEP or WMD ERP’s. 
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There was a discussion of the applicability of such an approach to FDEP and 
WMD criteria.  Mr. Foy expressed strong concerns about the correctness of Harvey’s 
methodologies, and cautioned against adopting permit review criteria based on bad 
methodology.  There was a discussion of how TMDL’s might be related to Harvey’s 
methodologies. 

 
Mr. Martin described problems LWDD was encountering attempting to implement 

water quality for “Eastward Ho!”-type activities.  There was little support from other 
regulatory agencies.  Mr. Foy recommended that Mr. Martin review some proposals on 
the matter which were recently put together by Mr. Foy and Ken Todd, and then decide 
how to proceed.  Mr. Martin said he knew the SFWMD couldn’t do more than it 
presently did, because of existing criteria.  He asked if the criteria might need to be 
changed. 

 
Mr. Ward distributed copies of Attachment 4, and recommended that Group 

members keep informed.  He also provided a few copies of the Report.  To obtain a 
copy, please contact Joanne Arasin via e-mail (jarasin@sfwmd.gov) or by phone at 561-
682-6900. 

 
The next meeting is scheduled for Friday, December 5, at 10am, in the Rogers 

Conference Room. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 11:45am.  
 
 

c: H. Dean - Executive Director 
 C. Wehle - Assistant Executive Director 
 S. Wood - District General Counsel 
 C. Merriam - Deputy Executive Director - Water Resources 
 A. Sewell - Media and Community Relations 
 T. Bates - Director - ERR 
 D, Meiers - Deputy Director - ERR 
 Environmental Resource Regulation Division Directors 
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